PARISH OF THE SACRED HEART

MINUTES OF THE PARISH OPEN MEETING

MONDAY 24 MAY 2010

Deacon Ron opened the evening with grace and all enjoyed the meal generously prepared and served by members of the parish.

After the meal Bob Maidment gave a brief report on our friendship with our twin parish in Cambodia.   Svay Sisophon has a new Parish Priest, Father Rajat.   The significant sum of money we have raised for them has paid off the debt for the building of their new church and helped with numerous projects.  St John’s school in Norwich is twinned with the school there and St Michael’s Anglican school in Aylsham is twinned with another Cambodian school.   Rob Hardie is helping with the H.I.V. programme.   We plan to send them more money later this year and in February 2011.   It is hoped to run a Race Night (half the proceeds to Cambodia and half towards World Youth 2011).   There is to be a Cambodia evening in Aylsham Town Hall on June 10 during Mission week.   Father Rajat has e-mailed his many thanks and Bob thanked all our parish for their contributions, prayers and support.

Nick Sutherland gave a  short report on the parish finances and copies of the Income and Expenditure Statement were distributed.  The parish finances are in good order, thanks to the generosity of the parish weekly collection/standing orders.  Gift aid is very helpful.  There has been extra expenditure on the hall due to flooding.  The extension at St Helen’s was paid for mainly by the Lusher Fund, with the assistance of the parish (due to drop in investment as a result of the credit crunch).  Money has been put aside in a reserve fund.  Nick thanked members of the Finance Committee for their hard work during the year.

Celia Cooper, Chair of the Pastoral Council, said that the Council has held 6 meetings this year.  At the back of each church there are photos of their 3 members, also Gift  Aid envelopes and Parish Welcome packs.  The Skills Audit has been well used to contact people for necessary jobs.  She thanked Adrian Rudman for providing Hospital Administration cards for each church, giving permission for a priest to be contacted.  We are developing a Parish Directory which will list the various groups in the parish, with contact details.   Everyone in the parish will receive a copy.   Visitors and newcomers can also access activities in the parish from the parish website diary, organized by David Stowell.  A working party has been set up to look at care for the disabled, elderly, sick and unemployed in the parish.  Marianne MacQueen has been co-opted onto the working party. The possibility of a grant for a chair lift for the organ loft is to be explored. 

We are a vibrant and caring parish with so much happening across 3 communities.  The 2009 parish fete was a great day.  It is hoped to repeat this in 2011.  There will be a Faith, Food and Fun picnic in August and a preparation day for Advent in November.  A programme will be considered for next year.  Celia has attended 2 Council of Laity meetings, plus a day on vocations with Father David.  The Diocesan Pastoral Review has been concluded.  She thanked her colleagues on the PPC for their hard work on everyone’s behalf.

Father David followed with a review of the spiritual life of the parish over the past twelve months.   Visitors to the parish have expressed appreciation of the welcome and hospitality they have received and of the vibrant and spiritual liturgy.  We are very fortunate to have three very well attended Sunday Masses and full churches.  He thanked everyone involved with the preparation of the liturgy and all who do the unseen background jobs.   We appreciate people from other parts of the world joining our community.  On behalf of everyone he thanked Doreen Crouch who has been the organist at Sacred Heart for 20 years.  It is good to see her well again after her operation.   During her absence there has been a rota of four organists and this will continue for the foreseeable future.

Advent and Christmas services were well received and appreciated by all, as were the varied Lent programmes and Holy Week services.  Relatives of those interred in the memorial garden were invited to attend the August annual Mass and came from near and far.   There was an excellent September Mass at Bacton Priory.

The Parish had a visitation from the Bishop in September, following which he wrote affirming all we are doing.  He recommended ongoing formation of young people.   Young parents are going on a catechists rota.   Kay Roberts is assisted by Mary Holmes, with Sister Monica for 1st Communions.  There is now children’s liturgy at St Helen’s.

He congratulated Marianne MacQueen for her work with the Senior Citizens and the 10th anniversary of the Group.  The new H.M.P. Bure now has nearly 500 inmates. The new Catholic Chaplain is Andrew Eburne who will be ordained Deacon in June and Father David celebrates a monthly Mass and hears confessions.   

He thanked everyone who has worked on the steering committees for the week of Ecumenical Missions starting in North Walsham on 5th June and in Aylsham on 6th June.   All the parish are invited to attend the events and to bring friends.   Our Diocesan theme for next year will be Evangelisation and we hope that the Missions will introduce people to Jesus. 

During this year’s Diocesan theme of Sacrifice and the Pope’s Year of the Priests the Bishop has encouraged us to consider the development of lay ministries,  A working party of the Pastoral Council has been looking into the pastoral needs of our parish and the possible appointment of  Lay Pastoral Assistants.   We hope to see it develop. From September 2010 to January 2011 one of our seminarians, Henry Whisenant who is finishing his 3rd year at Oscott, will have an extended placement in our parish. This will extend his pastoral abilities and he will be going to work in schools, assist in the prison and work with young people.

Father David concluded by thanking everyone for the assistance they give to him with his parish/deanery/diocesan and vocational work, and towards building up God’s kingdom.

Celia thanked everyone who had provided the lovely meal.   In this Year of the Priest she thanked Father David for his priesthood, his pastoral and spiritual care.   On behalf of everyone in the parish she presented him with a Spiritual Bouquet to show appreciation of all he does for all of us. 
